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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, and 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yates et al (EP 1101607). 

Yates et al disclose a heat sensitive composition comprising an acetal (0.25-50 %)IR 
absorber (0.25-25%; acid number of 50-210), a novolac resin (at least 40-at least 80%), and other 
units including acrylic acids, methacrylic acids, vinyl alcohol, and acrylates [0041]. The 
amounts of the additional polymers as described in [0041] employed in the examples appear to 
fall within the instantly claimed range.The material also comprises solvents, polymeric particles, 
contrast dyes, and the material is employed in an IR sensitive printing plate. With respect to 
claim 19, the metal support is aluminum, however the claim is a product by process claim, 
therefore the process steps are not given patentable weight, and the limitations of the claim are 
taught by the reference, as the aluminum plate of the reference is suitable for use as a printing 
plate substrate. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to prepare the 
material of the reference choosing a group such as including acrylic acids, methacrylic acids, 
vinyl alcohol, and acrylates as the functional group containing additives in the acetal resin. 

3. Claims 3 and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yates et 
al in view of Hauck et al (6,517,988). 
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Yates et al has been discussed above, and teaches that various additional units may be 
included, including acrylic acids, methacrylic acids, vinyl alcohol, and acrylates, but fails to 
disclose the exact structure of these groups. 

Hauck et al disclose a composition similar to that of Yates et al, and teaches that 
polymers/unit suitable to be employed with novolac and acetal resins include those having the 
units as instantly claimed (see columns 2 and 3). Use of the resin decreases the erosion of the 
pattern/wear. 

It would have been obvious to prepare the material of Yates et al choosing to employ the 
advantageous polymer of Hauck et al in combination with the acetal resin. 
4. Claims 3, 5, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yates 
et al in view of Walls (5,169,897). 

Yates et al has been discussed above, and teaches that various additional units may be 
included, including acrylic acids, methacrylic acids, vinyl alcohol, and acrylates, but fails to 
disclose the exact structure of these groups. 

Walls disclose a composition similar to that of Yates et al, and teaches that polymers/unit 
suitable to be employed with novolac and acetal resins include those having the units as instantly 
claimed (see columns 2 and 3). Use of the resin decreases the erosion of the pattern/increased run 
length. 

It would have been obvious to prepare the material of Yates et al choosing to employ the 
advantageous polymer of Walls in combination with the acetal resin. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amanda C. Walke whose telephone number is 571-272-1337. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-R 5:30-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cynthia Kelly can be reached on 571-272-1526. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1795 
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